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April 1, 2020

Dear Parents and Guardians:
Governor J.B. Pritzker has extended the Stay-at-Home Order and
school closure until April 30, 2020.
The Illinois State Board of Education has given school superintendents
full autonomy to provide continuous learning opportunities for students
during this mandated closure, including through the use of technology
and paper pencil assignment will be mailed to all students. Therefore,
Dolton School District 149 will implement a Remote Learning Plan crafted
collaboratively by school administrators and faculty.
In its most recent guidance, the Illinois State Board of Education indicated
grading for 4th quarter may be defined with lots of flexibility during this
COVID-19 related school closure. However, Dolton School District 149
teachers will monitor students' progress and assessing students'
performance and ensure grading is meaningful and purposeful.
Students will receive feedback from teachers and receive grades for their
assignments. This will give teachers the flexibility to monitor student
completion and performance on assignments, while also providing students
and their parents/guardians with feedback on students' progress.
Our overall goal is to keep student’s minds actively engaged with school
and to connect with teachers. Please be patient with us as we are
embarking upon this new way to work with parents and students at home.
REMOTE/E-LEARNING
During the time schools are closed, teachers will provide educational
opportunities students can do at home. Principals and teachers will
provide information directly to students/families. Specific Remote
Learning/E-Learning plans will vary based on grade level,
however, here are districtwide details:

•

Teachers are expected to be available to contact parents and/or students between 9 am
and 2 pm, Monday-Friday.

•

Contact your child’s teacher via email, text message or a communication app they have
designated (DoJo, Remind App, or via phone).

•

Parents/guardians and older students should check email often to watch for messages
from the school district, schools, principals and teachers.

STUDENT INSTRUCTIONAL DAY AND MINUTES
•
•
•

PreK: 20 minutes (broken down into smaller chunks--two 10 minute activities, four 5
minute activities, etc.)
K-5: 60 minutes, 15 min specials classes per day (includes 20 minutes of reading or being
read to)
6-8: 60 minutes (20 min) per class

Pre-K
PreK-Students will do learning engagement enrichment activities in Language Arts, Math, Fine Motor, Gross Motor
and Social Emotional. The Creative Curriculum has free educational resources that will be mailed via USPS on
April 6, 2020 to our student’s home and posted on our District website by April 7th.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS Pre-K – 6th
Monday:
Reading, Math and PE
Tuesday:
Science, Social Studies and Health (Project Based Learning) WIN Learning 6thGrade
Wednesday: Reading, Math and PE, Art, Music, Computers or Health
Thursday:
Science, Social Studies and Health (Project Based Learning) WIN Learning 6th Grade
Friday:
Reading, Math and PE
MIDDLE SCHOOLS 7th-8th Grade
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

Reading, Math and PE
Science, Social Studies & Health (Project Based Learning) WIN Learning
Reading, Math and PE, Health and WIN Learning
Science, Social Studies and Health (Project Based Learning) WIN Learning
Reading, Math and PE
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PLEASE read through the Remote Learning Plan fully BEFORE submitting questions. We have put
together comprehensive information on Remote learning and believe most questions are answered
on this page.
1. When does Remote/E-Learning Begin?
Remote/E-Learning begins Wednesday April 8, 2020 from 9:00 am -2:00 pm. Academic
Learning Packets will be mailed USPS Postal the week of April 6th to all student homes.
2. Will students and teachers still have Spring Break?
Yes, Spring Break begins Friday April 10 – April 17, 2020 No services during these days.
3. What will students do on Remote Learning Days?
See schedule and minutes of daily instruction in top of this letter.
4. We Will Take Daily Attendance and Monitor Students’ Progress.
Yes, we will assume students are present unless you tell us they are sick or hospitalized.
Teachers will keep a daily log of student attendance and parent contact.
5. Will teachers be available daily?
Yes, 9:00 am- 2:00 pm Monday- Friday
6. Will Special Education and English Language Learners and Student Services support
continue?
Yes, students will be given accommodation forms for you and the teacher to use for each
individual students’ needs. Special Education Teachers and English Language Learners will
receive direct instruction and support while schools are closed.
7. Will Occupational Therapy and Physical Therapy be available for students with IEP’s
Yes, tele therapy will be conducted via phone for those students who receive these related
services.
8. Do Students have to Turn in their Academic Learning Packets?
No, teachers will work with each student and parents on submitting work via screenshots,
emails and
Individual student contact via phone with teacher, parent and student.
All students are strongly encouraged to submit assignments to teachers via., screenshots,
email, text messages and phone conferences throughout the extended school closure in order
to provide feed Back and assistance.
All parents are encouraged to communicate with teachers regarding academic questions and
concerns.
9. Will Nurses, Social Workers, School Counselor and the District Psychologist Contact
Parents to Check on Students Mental Health and Well-Being?
Yes, our Pupil Service Team will make a concerted effort to check on students “at risk” and
students who have health related challenges.
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10. What If I Do Not Have Access to the Internet or Electronic Devices?
First, please complete the brief 5 question survey on our website at www.sd149.org and click
on the link and complete the survey. The completion of this survey will help us analyze and
gauge the number of students who have digital access and those who do not in the district.
If students need their passwords to log in to WIN, Blue Streak and Stride Academy you can
contact your child’s principal and/or the teacher via email.
Students without internet access should contact their child’s building Principal via email. Please
check our website and go directly to your child’s school and locate principals email. All teacher
emails are listed for your convenience. Academic learning packets will be mailed to all
students.
Parents who have access via cell phone, laptop or computer may screen shot student assignments
and email them for teachers to grade or contact your child’s teacher via email. We must connect with
parents as much as possible during each school week and document contact.
We salute all parents who have taken on this new way of shifting school to home education during
these challenging times.
Stay well and safe,
Dr. Shelly Davis Jones
Superintendent
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Microsoft Office 365 Student Email
Sign-In Instructions
1. Go to our district website: www.sd149.org
2. At the top of the page click on the Student Email link.

3. Once you click the link, you will be taken to the email sign in screen. Here
you will type in your email address and then click next.

4. After clicking next, you will be taken to a screen to enter your password.
Your temporary password is Dolton1! After you enter your password, click
sign in.

5. After you click “sign in”, you are going to be taken to an “Update Your
Password Screen”. Follow the directions on the screen and then click sign
in.

6. After you click sign in, you will be taken to a screen for you to choose the
display language and time zone. Please select “English” for the display
language and (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada) for the time zone,
and then click save.

7. Once you click save, you have completed setting up your email. You will
see a welcome screen that looks like the one below. Click the “x” in the
upper right-hand corner of the welcome box and you will be ready to use
your email account.

8. Also, your new password would need to be used to login to your other
platforms that use your email address, such as EasyBridge and Blue Streak
Math.
9. PLEASE DON’T FORGET YOUR PASSWORD!!! WRITE IT DOWN AND STORE
IT IN A SAFE PLACE!!!!
10. PARENTS PLEASE SUPERVISE YOUR CHILD AT ALL TIMES WHEN THEY ARE
ON-LINE, AS WELL AS, USING THEIR STUDENT EMAIL ACCOUNTS.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
BERGER VANDENBERG
CAROL MOSELEY BRAUN
CAROLINE SIBLEY
NEW BEGINNINGS LEARNING ACADEMY
DIEKMAN
6th Grade Students
1. WIN Curriculum: WORK HABITS
2. Student Directions:
Sign in using your name
Passwords: 6789 or 5678
Please contact your Instructors via email for any questions concerning using WIN program.

Covid 19

Dolton SD 149 Remote/E-Learning Plan for Worldwide Interactive Network WIN

Created by Consultant Davis

April 8, 2020
Dear Sixth Grade Students and Parents,
Enclosed with this letter are instructional
materials prepared with Sixth Grade students
in mind. The assignments are designed to
support learning at home and will cover the
time period of April 8th and April 9th, and then
April 20th – April 30th. Teachers will be
available to assist with any questions or
provide additional support from 9:00 a.m. –
2:00 p.m. via Class Dojo, email or phone call
on regular school days.
If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact your building principal or classroom
teacher.
We hope that you remain safe and healthy
during these unprecedented times.
Thank you for your patience and support!

Discuss the day’s events
(school assignments, news,
TV shows...), with family
members.

Research the history of
April Fool’s Day.

Discuss the day’s events
(school assignments, news,
TV shows…), with family
members.

Write a letter/email to the
author of your book. Tell
your opinion about the book.
Address it to the publisher
and mail it or email it.

Compare and contrast the
events that happened in your
text to another informational
text you have read.

OR

Discuss the day’s events
(school assignments, news,
TV shows…), with family
members.

Sequence 6 events of the
book/story in order.

Write a commercial about
the book to persuade viewers
why they should read the
book.

Journal Writing Prompt
Write about a time when
your first impression of
someone changed after you
got to know him or her.
Create a book review,
including illustrations, a
short summary, the author’s
information and your opinion
of the book or story.

Discuss the day’s events
(school assignments, news,
TV shows…), with family
members.

Non-fiction – Write a news
article about an important
event from the book.

OR

Fiction – Imagine that you
were the main character in
the story. How might the
story be different if you were
the main character?

Read your story or book to
your parent or a younger
sibling. Have them to answer
questions about the main
idea and details in the book
or story.

Journal Writing Prompt
What is the most interesting
thing about you? Why? Is it a
trait you share with others?

In addition to the assignments above, SIXTH GRADERS should read an additional 30 minutes to 1 hour EVERYDAY (chapter books, novels, magazines…).

Discuss the day’s events
(school assignments, news,
TV shows...), with family
members.

Write your opinion on the
information that was
presented.

Non-Fiction - Summarize
the text so that a younger
student would understand it.

OR

Fiction - Write a different
ending for the story.

Write a song about the
characters or events in your
story. Set the words to the
music of a popular song and
bring to class.

Make a list of new, unusual,
or interesting words or
phrases found in your book.

Write a letter to the main
character and the character’s
reply. Also, choose two
characters from the story and
write a conversation they
might have.

Compare and contrast two
of the characters in your
book or story and give
examples of their character
traits.

Journal Writing Prompt
Journal Writing Prompt
What benefits do you receive If you could end any one
when you help someone else? problem in the world, what
would it be? Why?

Journal Writing Prompt
What is the most important
quality for the President of
the United States to have?

Directions: Complete the Journal Prompts. Read a book or story of your choice and complete the activities below that go along with your text choice.
Please note that you can choose to read a variety of texts to complete the following activities.
April 8
April 20
April 22
April 24
Supplemental

6th Grade ELA

Write five comprehension
questions for someone to
answer about the story. Then
answer the questions,
showing evidence of your
answers.

OR

Research the history of
Earth Day.

Write a letter/email to the
author of your book. Tell
your opinion about the book.
Address it to the publisher
and mail it or email it.

Compare and contrast the
events that happened in your
text to another informational
text you have read.

Create a book review,
including illustrations, a
short summary, the author’s
information and your opinion
of the book or story.

Compare and contrast two
of the characters in your
book or story and give
examples of their character
traits.

Make a list of new, unusual,
or interesting words or
phrases found in your book.

Write a song about the
characters or events in your
story. Set the words to the
music of a popular song and
bring to class.

Journal Writing Prompt
What is the hardest thing
you’ve ever had to do? How
did you accomplish it?

Journal Writing Prompt
What is the most valuable
thing you own? Why is it so
special?

Journal Writing Prompt
Write a poem about getting
older.

Non-fiction – Write a news
article about an important
event from the book.

OR

Fiction – Predict what might
have happened in the story if
the main character were you.
Write your prediction.

Read your story or book to
your parent or a younger
sibling. Have them to answer
questions and illustrate key
details in the book or story.

Journal Writing Prompt
If you could visit anywhere
in the world, where would
you go?

Discuss the day’s events
Discuss the day’s events
Discuss the day’s events
Discuss the day’s events
Discuss the day’s events
(school assignments, news,
(school assignments, news,
(school assignments, news,
(school assignments, news,
(school assignments, news,
TV shows...), with family
TV shows...), with family
TV shows…), with family
TV shows…), with family
TV shows…), with family
members.
members.
members.
members.
members.
In addition to the assignments above, SIXTH GRADERS should read an additional 30 minutes to 1 hour EVERYDAY (chapter books, novels, magazines…).

Write your opinion on the
information that was
presented.

Non-Fiction - Summarize
the text so that a younger
student would understand it.

OR

Write a different ending for
the book/story.

Fiction -

Journal Writing Prompt
Write about a time when you
were trusted to do something
important. How did you
handle it?
Report the events and details
of your story/book as if you
were a news reporter
reporting Breaking News.
Share your report with
family members.

Directions: Complete the Journal Writing Prompts. Using DIFFERENT reading materials from the previous week; complete the activities below
that go along with your texts choice. Please note that you can choose to read a variety of texts to complete the following activities.
April 27
April 29
Supplemental
Supplemental
Supplemental

6th Grade ELA

6th Grade Math Word Problem Choice Board
Select 3 problems to solve per day. Remember to show
your work.
A small plane is
flying at 250
feet. It ascends
to 425 feet.
Write and solve
an equation to
find the change
in altitude of
the small
plane.

Jasmine has
275 photos
from her
summer
vacation.
She wants to
make a
scrapbook
that has 25
pages with
the same
number of
photos on
each page.
Write and
solve an
equation to
find how
many
photos
Jasmine can

Deandre
runs 8
miles
every day.
Write and
solve an
equation
to find
the
number
of miles
he runs in
12 days.

Antonio’s
basketball
league has
48
participants.
In order to
play in a
tournament
at least 70%
of the
players must
be present.
Write and
solve an
equation to
find out
many
participants
must be
present to

Ms. Smith
expects her
bakery to
increase its
sales by 3.5
percent per
week. If her
sales in week
one totaled
$230, what is
she expecting
her sales to
total in week
two?

place on
each page.
Maria and
her mother
are buying
school
supplies.
The items
they have in
their cart
total $54.60.
Sales tax is
calculated
by
multiplying
the total by
9%. Write
and solve an
equation to
find out the
total cost of
the items
including
tax.

Saniya
spends
$2,890
each
month for
rent and
supplies
to run her
donut
shop. Her
donuts
sell for
$8.50 per
dozen.
Write and
solve an
equation
to find
out how
many
dozen
donuts
she must
sell to

play in the
tournament.
Christian has
a piece of
fabric that
measures
120 inches
by 60 inches.
He wants to
cut 12-inch
squares
using all the
fabric.
Write and
solve an
equation to
find out how
many
squares he
can cut from
the fabric.

cover her
monthly
expenses.
Janiya used 4
The area of Marcus
oranges and 5 a triangle is has 80
bananas in her 14.4
pounds of
centimeters. gravel.
fruit salad.
Jeffrey used 7 The length
He wants
oranges and 9 of one of its to divide
sides is 4.5 it into
bananas. Did
inches.
Janiya and
bags so
Jeffrey use the Write and
that each
solve an
same ratio of
bag
equation to weighs
oranges to
find the
bananas? If
4/5 of a
not, who used length of the pound.
other side. Write and
the greater
ratio of
solve an
oranges to
equation
bananas?
to find
out how
many
bags he
will need.

I am thinking
of two
numbers.
One of the
numbers is
12. The
other
number and
12 have a
greatest
common
factor of 6
and least
common
multiple of
36. What is
the number I
am thinking
of?

My sister drove
117 miles in
2.25 hours to
get home from
college. Write
and solve an
equation to
find out the
average speed
she was
driving.

Kayla
received the
following
test grades
in math: 88,
45, 89, 23,
90. If her
teacher told
her she can
use the
mean of her
test scores
or the
median of
her test
scores which
one would
give her the
better
score?
Show your
work and
explain your
answer in
words.

The
original
price of a
DVD
player is
$85. You
have 2
coupons.
One
coupon
says you
can get
$25 off.
The other
coupon
says you
can get
40% off.
Explain in
words
which
coupon
will save
you the
most

Jordan buys
a case of
pop that
contains 36
cans and
costs $4.69.
Jordan is
going to sell
each can of
pop for
$0.75. How
much profit,
in dollars,
will Jordan
earn if he
sells all the
cans of pop.
Explain your
answer in
words.

Create a graph
that represents
the following
temperatures
over the last 5
days.
Monday=45
degrees,
Tuesday=50
degrees,
Wednesday=34
degrees,
Thursday=22
degrees and
Friday=60
degrees.
Explain your
rationale for
selecting the
type of graph
you used to
represent the
data.

Cherish is
baking
cookies
using a
recipe that
will yield 24
cookies. The
recipe calls
for ¾ cup of
sugar and ½
tablespoon
of salt. How
much sugar
and salt
does she
need to
make 12
cookies?

money
and why.
The ratio
of boys to
girls in
your
school is
2:1. If
there are
215 girls
in your
school
how
many
boys are
in your
school?

Alex can
make 25
cards in 2
hours.
Write and
solve an
equation to
find out how
many cards
he can make
in 8 hours.

Adventure on a Hot Air Balloon—Week of April 9

Adventure on a Hot Air Balloon
by ReadWorks

The wind is starting to blow stronger, and when you're riding in a basket under a hot air balloon, just 400 feet
above ground, that's not necessarily a good thing. Keith Rodriguez looks to the horizon and squints. He had
planned to take off from Scioto Downs, a horse racetrack south of Columbus, Ohio, fly a few miles north,
and land his balloon in a barren cornfield next to his pickup truck.
Then the wind changed. Instead of a light breeze from the south, now Rodriguez's bright red balloon is
getting hit by stronger, colder winds headed west. He has plenty of propane fuel in his tank-he probably
could ride the wind halfway to Pennsylvania. But that would be dangerous. Rodriguez's choice of landing
sites just became very limited. As the balloon switches direction and floats east, everything below becomes
a wide carpet of suburban sprawl-big-box stores, major highways, and strip malls. Beyond the stores lie
forests.
The only factor in Rodriguez's favor is that it's early, just after 7 a.m. The highways are filling up with people
driving to work, but otherwise the morning is quiet and still.
"Oh boy," Rodriguez thinks. "If I don't land, like now, this could get bad."
The balloon has no propeller or engine, so Rodriguez can't change direction on his own-he's entirely
dependent on the wind. The only thing he controls is altitude. He does this by changing the air temperature
inside the balloon.
Sitting on the floor of the wicker gondola are three tanks of liquid propane. The tanks are connected via
black rubber hoses to two burners overhead. Each burner is nearly as big as Rodriguez's head. Rodriguez

turns a knob on one side of the burners. This releases propane from a tank into the heating coil, where the
liquid propane is heated to a gas and mixed with the air. Then the mixture is ignited by a pilot light. The
mixture catches fire, and flames leap two feet high into the balloon.
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.

Adventure on a Hot Air Balloon

The balloon rises. Rodriguez has a plan in mind. The flame heats the air inside the nylon balloon. This works
on a simple principle: hot air is lighter than cold air. One cubic foot of air weighs about an ounce. If you heat
that air by 100 degrees Fahrenheit, its weight drops by about 7 grams. This means every cubic foot of
heated air inside Rodriguez's balloon can lift about 7 grams. Just by himself, Rodriguez weighs 170 pounds,
which equals about 77,110 grams. That means he needs about 11,016 cubic feet of hot air just to raise his
own body off the ground. This is why hot air balloons are so big-they must trap tremendous amounts of
heated air. Rodriguez's balloon is a common size, trapping about 100,000 cubic feet of air. The balloon is 80
feet tall and 60 feet wide. As Rodriguez gives his short burst of flame, the air inside swirls in complicated,
invisible patterns.
To drop in altitude, Rodriguez can pull a cord attached to a parachute valve at the very top of the balloon.
Since the hottest air sits at the top, this releases the balloon's most buoyant air, which makes the balloon
descend.
Rodriguez gives the cord a short pull, and the gondola drops a little.
"I don't have an altimeter, and I can't really see anything happening inside the balloon," Rodriguez thinks. "I
have to pilot by feel."
Pushed by the wind, the balloon is flying quickly now. It's floating over the back wall of a supermarket when
Rodriguez grabs hold of the parachute valve cord and gives it a long, hard tug. The balloon drops. Quickly.
The hot air balloon is sinking, but still flying forward.
It looks as though it's about to slam into the edge of the supermarket's roof, but it sails over it, with only
about 15 feet to spare. Still, Rodriguez does not let go of the cord. He drops and drops, right between the
light poles of the nearly empty parking lot. Just a few feet above the ground, Rodriguez releases the
parachute cord, turns the knob above his head and fires both burners. The steep descent slows. The
gondola touches lightly against the asphalt, and then drags to a stop. There are only two people in the
parking lot, standing near the entrance to the store. They look toward the balloon, their eyes and mouths
open wide in shock.
"That was a little closer than I expected," Rodriguez says to himself, laughing. "I really needed to land
quick."

Adventure on a Hot Air Balloon - Comprehension Questions
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What makes landing the hot air balloon a challenge for Keith Rodriguez?
A. the gondola
B. the wind
C. the parking lot
D. the time of day

2. What problem does Keith Rodriguez solve?
A. how to fly from Ohio to Pennsylvania in his hot air balloon
B. how to increase the altitude of his hot air balloon
C. how to safely land his hot air balloon
D. how to change direction on his own in his hot air balloon

3. A hot air balloon floats because the air inside the balloon is warmer than the air outside of
it.
What information from the story supports this statement?
A. Hot air is lighter than cold air.
B. One cubic foot of air weighs about an ounce.
C. The air inside the balloon swirls in complicated, invisible patterns.
D. The hot air balloon is sinking, but still flying forward.

4. Based on information in the text, what would make a good landing area for a hot air
balloon?
A. a large, open space with no buildings
B. a large space with lots of tall buildingsC. a small, narrow space near a highway
D. a small space, such as the roof of a building

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.

Adventure on a Hot Air Balloon - Comprehension Questions

5. What is this story mainly about?
A. a hot air balloon that scares lots of people when it lands in a parking lot
B. a hot air balloon that does not work properly
C. a person who gets stuck up in the air and does not know what to do
D. a person trying to land a hot air balloon in difficult conditions

6. Read these sentences from the text.

To drop in altitude , Rodriguez can pull a cord attached to a
parachute valve at the very top of the balloon. Since the hottest air
sits at the top, this releases the balloon's most buoyant air, which
makes the balloon descend.
What does the word "altitude" mean in the sentence above?
A. length
B. width
C. height
D. volume

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.
Keith Rodriguez was planning to land in a cornfield; _______, he changes his mind
because of the wind.
A. previously
B. however
C. as a result

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.

Adventure on a Hot Air Balloon - Comprehension Questions

D. for example

8. What effect does pulling the cord attached to the parachute valve have on
Rodriguez's balloon?

9. Based on what the story explains about air temperature, why does pulling the cord
have this effect?

10. Keith Rodriguez makes a successful but dangerous landing in a parking lot.
Based on information in the story about his location, the weather, and how hot air
balloons work, explain whether his decision to land in the parking lot was or was not
a good idea.
Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.

Adventure on a Hot Air Balloon - Comprehension Questions

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.

White Out

White Out
by Kirsten Weir
A strange fungus continues to attack the country's bat population.
Recently, bats with fuzzy white noses have popped up in Indiana, Ohio, Maine, North Carolina, and
Kentucky. It's an ominous development. White-nose syndrome (WNS), a disease that kills hibernating
bats, has officially spread into five more states.
The mysterious syndrome was first discovered in the state of New York in 2007. From there, it spread
across the United States and Canada. Infected bats can now be found in 16 states and four Canadian
provinces.

Courtesy Ryan von Linden/NY Department of Environmental Conservation

Scientists have learned a great deal about the disease since its discovery. There's much they don't
understand, though, including how to stop it. "There's a lot of work still being done," says Tom Kunz, a
bat expert at Boston University.
Time is of the essence. More than a million and perhaps as many as 2 million bats have died already,
Kunz says. "We've got a disease that is causing one of the most precipitous declines of bats in
American history," he says.
Skin and Bone
White-nose syndrome is named for the white fungus that typically appears on the muzzles and other
body parts of infected bats. Initially, scientists weren't sure whether the fungus caused the disease.
Many suspected it was an opportunistic infection-a secondary infection that gains a foothold in an
animal already weakened by another illness.
Researchers haven't found any other infectious agents in the sickened bats. So most now agree that
the fungus is the likely cause of WNS. The fungus is new to science, and researchers have named it
Geomyces destructans.
ReadWorks.org
Copyright © 2009 Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved. Used by permission.Weekly Reader is a registered trademark of Weekly Reader Corporation.

White Out

"We still haven't determined how the bats are actually dying from the fungal infection," says Jeremy
Coleman, the national WNS coordinator for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. One clue: Infected
bats seem to run out of fat in the middle of winter. Bats need that fat to nourish themselves until
spring. Without it, they die.

Carol Uphoff Meteyer/USGS
This little brown bat is infected with white-nose syndrome. The arrows point to small patches where its wings have lost their elasticity,
coloration, and surface sheen.

Normally, hibernating bats wake briefly once or twice a month, Kunz says. Infected bats arouse from
hibernation every four or five days. They then expend valuable calories flying around. That activity
probably explains why the bats are so skinny. "Every arousal burns up body fat," he says.
What makes infected bats wake up so often? Some scientists have proposed an "itch-and-scratch
hypothesis." Just as people scratch their toes like crazy when they have athlete's foot, a common
fungal infection, bats might feel a similar itch when the fungus invades their skin. The uncomfortable
sensation could be rousing them from their winter naps.
Then again, the bats might just be thirsty. One of skin's many jobs is preventing water loss. In bats,
healthy wing membranes help maintain a water balance in the body. The fungus damages bat wings,
causing small holes and scar tissue to appear in the membranes. Bats could be losing excess water
through their injured wings, some scientists propose. The animals might be waking up to find a drink
and avoid dehydration (an excessive loss of fluid).
Fungus Among Us
The fungus G. destructans is itself puzzling. Hundreds of other species of Geomyces fungi live in U.S.
caves but don't bother bats at all, says Coleman. And though G. destructans has been found in caves
in Europe, bats there appear unaffected by it. Do European bats possess a gene that makes them
resistant to infection? Is European G. destructans somehow different from the strain found in the
U.S.? "We're trying to figure out why this fungus is so devastating for [North American] bats,"
Coleman says.
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White Out

Joe LeMonnier
Discovered in New York state in 2007, white-nose syndrome has since spread to 15 other states and killed more than a million bats.

Meantime, the best hope for North America's bats seems to be preventing any further spread of
WNS. The disease is thought to spread from bat to bat, says Coleman, but researchers haven't ruled
out the possibility that people are spreading it too. The Fish and Wildlife Service has played it safe
and closed a number of caves to human visitors. "We're trying to prevent people from moving the
fungus faster than the bats can," Coleman says.
So far, WNS has been found in nine bat species, including two endangered ones: the Indiana bat and
the gray bat. As more states and more species are affected, the impact of WNS could snowball. Bats
play an important role in their ecosystems. A bat can eat half its weight in insects every night. A
female bat that's lactating (feeding her pups with milk) can gulp down twice that amount. Insect-eating
bats in the U.S. save farmers at least $3 billion a year by swallowing bugs that would otherwise
damage crops, according to an analysis in the journal Science. WNS is just beginning to move into
the Midwest, the nation's agricultural heartland. "As it continues to spread, we could see an
agricultural impact," Coleman says.
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White Out

AP Images
Scientist Britta Wood enters an abandoned limestone mine in Rosendale, N.Y., to collect bats infected with white-nose syndrome.

Scientists across the country are hard at work studying the bats, the fungus, and potential ways to
manage the disease. "Bats provide a real value," Kunz says. "This is a massive loss."
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White Out - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________
1. What is white-nose syndrome?
A. a disease that kills hibernating bats
B. a disease that affects European bats
C. a disease that weakens small birds
D. a disease that kills one type of fungus

2. The fungus damages bat wings, causing small holes and scar tissue to appear in the
membranes. What is a possible effect of this damage to bat wings?
A. The bats have to wake up to eat more food and avoid starving during the winter.
B. The bats have to wake up to find a drink and avoid dehydration.
C. The bats have to practice flying more often to become stronger.
D. The bats are no longer able to fly or hunt for food during the winter.

3. Read these sentences from the text:
"Infected bats seem to run out of fat in the middle of winter. Bats need that fat to nourish
themselves until spring. Without it, they die. [...] Normally, hibernating bats wake briefly once or
twice a month, Kunz says. Infected bats arouse from hibernation every four or five days. They then
expend valuable calories flying around."
Based on this evidence, what conclusion can be drawn about the infection?
A. The infection is most likely an effect of bats flying around in the middle of winter.
B. The infection most likely causes bats to wake up during hibernation.
C. The infection is most likely found in bats with a lot of fat.
D. The infection is most likely found in bats that are already sick.

4. If more and more bats in the U.S. die of white-nose syndrome, how might the ecosystem be
affected?
A. Crops and plantlife might grow more healthily.
B. The amount of water in the ecosystem might decrease.
C. The number of different kinds of fungus might increase.
D. The number of insects in the ecosystem might increase.
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White Out - Comprehension Questions

5. What is the main idea of this text?
A. A strange fungal disease is affecting the bat populations in the United States and Europe
differently.
B. Scientists are studying a strange fungal disease that is killing the bat population in the United
States.
C. White-nose syndrome is named for the white fungus that appears on the muzzles and other body
parts of infected bats.
D. Fungus can damage bat wings, causing small holes and scar tissue to appear in the membranes.

6. Read these sentences from the text:
"As more states and more species are affected, the impact of WNS could snowball. Bats play an
important role in their ecosystems. [...] Insect-eating bats in the U.S. save farmers at least $3 billion
a year by swallowing bugs that would otherwise damage crops, according to an analysis in the
journal Science. WNS is just beginning to move into the Midwest, the nation's agricultural
heartland. 'As it continues to spread, we could see an agricultural impact,' Coleman says."
What does the word "snowball" in the first sentence mean here?
A. grow or increase
B. shrink or decrease
C. stay the same
D. stop completely

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence.
Bats with WNS could be losing excess water through their wings _____ the fungus damages bat
wings.
A. before
B. therefore
C. because
D. however

8. According to the text, how do insect-eating bats in the U.S. save farmers money?
9. How does WNS negatively affect bats?
Support your answer with evidence from the text and images.
10. Why it is important to stop the spread of WNS?
Support your answer with evidence from the text and images.
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The Mystery of the Whistling Building

The Mystery of the Whistling Building
by ReadWorks

In the fall of 2012, the government of New York City began receiving unusual complaints from the
residents of a small strip of land in the borough of Staten Island. People who lived around a section of
Father Capodanno Boulevard, in the South Beach neighborhood, claimed that, when the wind was
up, they could hear a noise that sounded something like whistling. Where the sound came from was a
big mystery. The noise had never been around before, but it had suddenly appeared and was often
very loud. When the wind was blowing especially hard at night, some residents even had difficulty
sleeping.
Residents had many descriptions for the noise, which was decidedly eerie. One resident told a local
paper, The Staten Island Advance, that it sounded like "100,000 people with unlimited air in their
lungs blowing through Coke bottles." Others said it was more like the sound a UFO makes in a movie
when it lands. The noise was not consistent. It would get louder and softer depending on the wind.
Sometimes, it would change pitch. Every so often, more than one note would play at the same time.
To many residents, it sounded like a giant musical instrument. The sound could be heard more than a
mile away.
The whistling, it turns out, was caused by a building. The Ocean Breeze Athletic Center, an indoor
running track, was in the middle of construction when the noise first started. The construction crew
had just finished assembling the giant metal skeleton that would form the building's frame. Because
the building was next to the water, it got a lot of wind that blew off of the Atlantic Ocean. Some of this
wind blew through parts of the building called "acoustic baffles"-devices designed, ironically, to
reduce sound produced inside the center. However, when the baffles were exposed to wind, they
made a whistling sound. This was the noise the locals were hearing.
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The Mystery of the Whistling Building

The athletic center was not the first building in New York to make a whistling noise. In the late 1980s,
another building in the Midtown neighborhood of Manhattan also produced whistling noises. Whistling
happens when a stream of air moves through a small hole. The kind of whistling sound produced
depends on the size and shape of the hole. The skyscrapers in Midtown had architectural features on
their exteriors which contained small holes that wind could pass through. This was how the noise was
produced.
When they figured out what was wrong, the New York City government, which was responsible for
building the athletic center, quickly apologized to the residents of South Beach, Staten Island, for the
annoying noise. They had not expected that the building would produce a whistling sound, and
promised the problem would be quickly fixed when the building was completed and the acoustic
baffles were protected from the wind.
"We sincerely regret any annoyance the wind noise may be causing for residents of the area," the city
told residents in a written statement. "We expect to complete the roof by mid-November and the
exterior shell by early December."
However, this estimate was, unfortunately for the people who had heard the noise, not correct. A few
weeks later, Hurricane Sandy hit New York City. Much of Staten Island was flooded. Construction
crews that had been building other buildings before the storm were dispatched to help with the
cleanup. The site of the arena was also briefly flooded during the storm. Both of these factors delayed
construction of the arena by several months, leaving the poor residents of South Beach to put up with
the noise for all that time.
One afternoon in December of 2012, a reporter went out to see the arena and listen to the noise. He
brought with him a musical composer. The composer made modern music-music that often uses
many different types of sounds, not just the instruments of a traditional orchestra. He brought a large
recording device with him, which he set up 100 yards from the building. The wind was blowing, and
the building was whistling loudly. For a long time, the reporter and the musical composer listened to
the building. Finally, the composer reached over and turned off the recording device.
"That was beautiful," he said. "The building was like a giant organ."
As the reporter and the composer were walking back to their car, they noticed that a psychiatric
hospital-a place where people with mental disorders can get treatment-was located just a few
blocks from the building. The two of them got curious and walked over to the hospital. What would the
people with mental disorders think of the noise? They walked into the building and asked the
receptionist what the patients thought of the whistling.
"Some of them hate it, but some of them love it," she said. "There's one man who's been here six
months. He was ill-tempered, angry at everyone, until that whistling started. Now he's pleasant as can
be. I don't know what that is. It soothes him, I suppose."
As of August 2014, construction of the athletic center was nearing completion. The building stopped
whistling. However, the sound it made had been preserved on several recordings. The musical
composer was thinking of turning the whistling into a new song.
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The Mystery of the Whistling Building - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Residents of South Beach, Staten Island were complaining about what?
A. the lack of nearby athletic centers
B. Hurricane Sandy
C. the long commute to Manhattan
D. a loud whistling noise

2. One effect of the loud whistling noise was that South Beach residents could not sleep.
What was the cause of the loud whistling noise?
A. athletes running on an indoor running track
B. wind blowing through parts of a building called "acoustic baffles"
C. a UFO landing nearby
D. wind blowing between skyscrapers in Manhattan

3. The whistling noise was disruptive to the people in South Beach, Staten Island. What
evidence from the text supports this statement?
A. People had difficulty sleeping, and the noise could be heard more than a mile away.
B. At first no one knew where the whistling sound was coming from, and people were annoyed
that they didn't have an answer.
C. The noise was not consistent and would sometimes change pitch.
D. Residents had many different descriptions for what the noise sounded like.

4. Read the following sentences: "When they figured out what was wrong, the New York City
government, which was responsible for building the athletic center, quickly apologized to the
residents of South Beach, Staten Island, for the annoying noise. They had not expected that
the building would produce a whistling sound, and promised the problem would be quickly
fixed when the building was completed and the acoustic baffles were protected from the
wind."
How did the residents of South Beach likely feel about this "solution"?
A. satisfied with the apology
B. reassured that the government was doing all they could
C. annoyed that nothing could be done sooner
D. embarrassed that they had complained so much
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5. What is this passage mostly about?
A. the effect of Hurricane Sandy on New York
B. the cause and effects of a whistling noise
C. construction methods used to build skyscrapers
D. problems faced by the Ocean Breeze Athletic Center

6. Read the following sentences: "Some of this wind blew through parts of the building called
'acoustic baffles'-devices designed, ironically, to reduce sound produced inside the center.
However, when the baffles were exposed to wind, they made a whistling sound."
The author uses the word "ironically" to refer to the baffles. Why is itironic that the acoustic
baffles were causing the whistling sound?
A. because the residents found the noise created by the baffles humorous
B. because the baffles were made of iron and other metals
C. because the baffles were fulfilling the purpose they were created for
D. because the baffles were designed to reduce noise but were creating noise instead

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.
The New York City government expected that construction would be finished by early
December, _________their estimate proved incorrect after the city was hit by Hurricane
Sandy.
A. but
B. so
C. soon
D. like

8. How did the musical composer respond to the whistling noise?
9. Many of the residents in South Beach complained about the whistling noise and had
trouble sleeping. How did the whistling affect the man at the psychiatric hospital?
10. The composer who makes modern music that uses different types of sounds might turn
the whistling into a new song. How might different people from the passage react to this
song? Support your answer with details from the text.
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TIME CAPSULE

BY:
PAGES BY LONG CREATIONS

YOU ARE LIVING THROUGH HISTORY RIGHT NOW
TAKE A MOMENT TO FILL IN THESE PAGES FOR YOUR FUTURE SELF TO LOOK
BACK ON. AND HERE ARE SOME OTHER IDEAS OF THINGS TO INCLUDE:

SOME PHOTOS FROM THIS TIME
A JOURNAL OF YOUR DAYS
LOCAL NEWSPAPER PAGES OR CLIPPING

ANY ART WORK YOU CREATED
FAMILY / PET PICTURES
SPECIAL MEMORIES

DRAW A PICTURE OF THE PEOPLE YOU ARE SOCIAL DISTANCING WITH HERE
PAGES BY LONG CREATIONS

I AM

MY FAVOURITES
TOY: __________________________________________

YEARS
OLD

COLOUR: ______________________________________

TA ND
S
I

ANIMAL: _______________________________________
FOOD: ________________________________________
SHOW: _______________________________________
MOVIE: _______________________________________

I

INCHES
TALL

BOOK: _______________________________________

W EI G H

ACTIVITY: _____________________________________
PLACE: ________________________________________
SONG: _______________________________________

E SIZ
O
H

MY BEST FRIEND/S:

WHEN I GROW UP I WANT TO BE:

E

S

POUNDS

DATE:
PAGES BY LONG CREATIONS

WORDS TO DESCRIBE HOW I FEEL:

WHAT I HAVE LEARNT MOST
FROM THIS EXPERIENCE:

HOW MY FACE LOOKS

I AM MOST THANKFUL FOR

THE 3 THINGS I AM MOST EXCITED TO DO WHEN THIS IS OVER:
1

2

3

PAGES BY LONG CREATIONS

COLOUR
THIS HO
USE
TO LOOK
LIKE YO
URS

WHERE I AM LIVING DURING THIS TIME:

WHAT THINGS ARE YOU DOING TO HELP FEEL CONNECTED/HAVE FUN
OUTSIDE (e.g hearts in windows, chalk notes on sidewalk, etc)

HOW ARE YOU CONNECTING WITH OTHERS?

PAGES BY LONG CREATIONS

YOU ARE NOT STUCK AT HOME,
YOU ARE SAFE AT HOME!

WHAT I AM DOING
TO KEEP BUSY:

PAGES BY LONG CREATIONS

PRINT THE HANDS OF ALL THE PEOPLE LIVING IN YOUR HOME
(IN DIFFERENT COLOURS) AND PLACE YOUR HANDS HERE

PAGES BY LONG CREATIONS

WHAT OCCASIONS DID YOU CELEBRATE DURING THIS TIME?
WRITE THE LIST DOWN HERE AND WHAT YOU DID TO CELEBRATE
(E.G. ST. PATRICK’S DAY, EASTER, BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES)

EVENT

DATE

PAGES BY LONG CREATIONS

HOW YOU CELEBRATED

DEAR,

LOVE,
PAGES BY LONG CREATIONS

INTERVIEW YOUR PARENTS
WHAT HAS BEEN THE
BIGGEST CHANGE?

HOW ARE YOU FINDING
HOMESCHOOLING?

HOW ARE YOU FEELING?

DAYS SPENT INSIDE
YOUR TOP 3 MOMENTS FROM THIS EXPERIENCE:

1.
2.
3.

WHAT ACTIVITIES/HOBBIES HAVE
YOU MOST ENJOYED DOING?

WHAT ARE YOU MOST THANKFUL FOR?

WHAT TV SHOW YOU WATCHED :
YOUR NEW FOUND FAVOURITE INSIDE FAMILY ACTIVITY:

FAVOURITE FOOD TO BAKE:
FAVOURITE TIME OF DAY:
PAGES BY LONG CREATIONS

GOAL/S FOR
AFTER THIS:

LETTER FROM YOUR PARENTS
DEAR,

LOVE,
PAGES BY LONG CREATIONS

Using pictures only, explain how to use
the new technology item.
Write a story about “The day the phones
ran away”. Why did they run away?
Where did they go? Will they come back?
If so, why will they come back?

Rewrite the 3 technology words.
Underline the vowels.
Rewrite the 3 technology words. Circle
the consonants.
Write 3 “I can …technology” sentences.
For example: I can type my name.
Write 3 “I need help with… technology”
sentences. For example: I need help
finding the enter key.
Write 3 “I can teach someone…
technology” sentences. For example: I
can teach someone to type an address.
Create a new technology item.

Write three sentences about your survey data.
Create a Venn Diagram comparing two of your favorite
websites.
Create a riddle about your favorite website. Use at least 3
clues.
Create a technology award. What is the award’s name? What
are the criteria for receiving the award?
You are a technology talk show host. Your guest is the creator
of your favorite app. What 3 questions would you ask?

Write three sentences about your survey data.
Create a Venn Diagram comparing two of your favorite
websites.
Create a riddle about your favorite website. Use at least 3
clues.
Create a technology award. What is the award’s name?
What are the criteria for receiving the award?
You are a technology talk show host. Your guest is the
creator of your favorite app. What 3 questions would you
ask?
Create a diagram of a new technology machine. Using
pictures only, explain how to use it.
Write a persuasive review of a technology item. For
example: I-phone 10 is the best cell phone because…

Create a diagram of a new technology machine. Using pictures
only, explain how to use it.
Write a persuasive review of a technology item. For example: Iphone 10 is the best cell phone because…

Survey 5 people and record the data.

Survey 5 people and record the data.

Design a Technology App.
What is its name?
Describe its function.
Create/Draw an emoji.
What is its name?
When would you use it?
Create a survey about daily technology usage.

Design a Technology App.
What is its name?
Describe its function.
Create/Draw an emoji.
What is its name?
When would you use it?
Create a survey about daily technology usage.

Create/Draw an emoji.
What is its name?
When would you use it?
Write and Read 3 technology words.

Create an avatar of a main character from a book.

Create an avatar of a main character from a book.

Create an avatar of a main character
from a book.
Create a poster of technology items in
your bedroom

Identify your favorite website.
List 3 reason why it’s your favorite.

5-6

Identify your favorite website.
List 3 reason why it’s your favorite.

3-4

Identify your favorite website.
List 3 reason why it’s your favorite.

K-2

Technology Choice Board
Please choose one activity from your grade level to do each week.

ART CHALLENGE

Choose at least 2 assignments to complete each week.
Read a story. Create
an illustration of your
favorite part.

Invent a new kind of
candy and design its
wrapper.

Become an architect!
Build a city out of
legos, blocks, or any
other items you can
find!

Create and draw a
new cartoon
character! It can be a
human, animal, or
something imaginary!

Draw a variety of
lines across your
paper. Then fill in
each stripe with
different colors and
designs.

Create a rainbow out
of items you find at
home. Remember
the color order: red,
orange, yellow,
green, blue, purple
Find 5 different
textures around your
home and write
down how they feel.
Draw a picture of you
in the future.

Pick a video on
artforkidshub,com
and learn to draw
something new!

Trace your hand. Fill
it with symbols to
represent your
favorite things.

Create a portrait of a
person in your home.
Be sure to make it
look like them!

Draw a comic. Be
sure to show the
beginning, middle,
and end of the story.

Make a design using your
name.

Draw a stuffed toy.

Draw your favorite
cartoon or anime
character.

Create a robot who
would be your new
best friend.

Make something that
you can wear. (jewelry,
crown, hat, etc.)

Draw the biggest,
most delicious ice
cream sundae.

Collaborate with a
family member to
make a piece of art.

Create a card for
someone you care about.

Draw something that
makes you feel
happy.

Make something 3
dimensional (not flat)

Draw what plants and
flowers could look
like on a different
planet.
Design a sign with a
positive message to
display on your door
or in your window.
(Ex. SMILE!)

Draw and color
something using
unrealistic colors (for
example- purple
grass)

Music Activities

PreK-1

Please choose one activity from your grade level to
do each week.
Grades 2-3
Grades 4-6
Middle School

Sing your favorite song

Sing your favorite song Sing your favorite
song

Sing your favorite
song

Make animal Noises!
Use attached food
• Howl like a wolf rhythm worksheet to
• Chirp like a bird learn rhythms!
• Make your
favorite animal
noises

Use attached food
rhythm worksheet
to learn rhythms!

Use attached food
rhythm worksheet to
learn rhythms!

Sing/ talk in a squeaky, Play “Song and
grumbly, whispery voice Tell”

Play “Song and
Tell”

Create a
“Soundtrack to my
life”

Have a talent show!

Have a talent show!

Have a talent show!

Have a talent show!

Dance to your favorite
songs!

Dance to your favorite Choreograph a
songs!
dance!

Choreograph a
dance!

Play musical chairs with Play musical chairs
your family
with your family

Play musical chairs
with your family

Play musical chairs
with your family

Play a dancing game of
SIMON SAYS

Play a dancing game
of SIMON
SAYS

Play a dancing game
of SIMON
SAYS

Play a dancing game
of SIMON
SAYS

Learn a new song

Learn a new song

Learn a new song

Learn a new song

Make a homemade
instrument with the
help of an adult!

Make a homemade
instrument with the
help of an adult!

Make a homemade
instrument with the
help of an adult!

Make a homemade
instrument with the
help of an adult

5 Jumping Jacks

Balance and walk
on a straight line
Jump on 1 foot

Catch a ball
Crawl thru an
empty box
Hula Hoop

Dance

Waddle

Pre-K (2 per week)
Hop on 1 foot

Run in place while
counting to 25
Stretch 3 muscles
for 3 minutes each
Take a walk with
parent/guardian

Hula Hoop

Dance to your
favorite song

Do yoga stretches

Play catch with a
sibling
Jump rope

Grade K – 3 (2 per week) Grade 4 – 6 (2 per week)
Hop on 1 foot for
20 Jumping Jacks
3minutes
10 Jumping Jacks
Take a walk with
parent/guardian
Dance to your
Run in place while
favorite song
counting to 100
10 Summersaults
10 Push-ups
Jump rope
10 Sit-ups

Physical Education Ideas

NOTES

NOTES

